
 

 

March 14, 2016 

EMAIL   [cstandley@millis.net] 

Millis Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 
900 Main Street 
Millis, MA  02054 

Re: Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation  [LEC File #:  TBI\15-091.02] 

 Glen Ellen Country Club  
84 Orchard Street  
Assessor’s Map 1, Lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 and Assessor’s Map 5, Lot 35 

 Millis, Massachusetts  
DEP File #: 225-0394 

Dear Members of the Conservation Commission: 

On behalf of the Applicant, Toll Brothers, Inc., LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc., (LEC) is 
submitting this cover letter and the attached plans and documents as supplemental information to the 
Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) Application for the Glen Ellen Country 
Club property.  The revised plans entitled, Plan of Land to Accompany ANRAD, revision date March 10, 
2016, prepared by ESE Consultants, Inc. include revisions resulting from the peer review comments 
provided by Nover-Armstrong Associates, Inc. (NAA) on behalf of the Commission.  In addition, this 
letter addresses topics discussed at the initial Public Hearing held on February 22, 2016, including 
questions related to the Vernal Pool Study and NHESP mapping and review under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act (WPA; M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40), its implementing Regulations (310 CMR 10.00), 
and the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA, M.G.L. c. 131A) and its implementing 
Regulations (321 CMR 10.00).   

Plan Revisions 

As a result of peer review and discussions at the Public Hearing, the Plans have been revised as follows: 

• BVW flag DD-2 was revised approximately 20-feet north of its original location (Sheet 4 of 5). 
• Wetland Flag O-8A was added to identify BVW contained within the U-series of Bank flags 

(Sheet 4 of 5). 
• Note #2 (Sheet 1) was revised to clarify the source of the BLSF boundary.  The BLSF boundary 

was transposed onto the ANRAD Plans from a CAD version of the Topographic Survey Plan 
referenced in Note #5; however, an updated topographic survey is underway and a revised plan 
depicting the BLSF boundary based on the updated topography will be submitted prior to the 
April 4, Public Hearing.    
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• Note #6 (Sheet 1) clarifies that Bank flags O-7 to O-14 and U-7 to U-15 demarcate an 
intermittent stream.  The purpose of this revision is to clarify that this segment of the stream is 
not part of the perennial stream.   

• Bank flags 1A-5A and 1B-5B were added to demarcate the Bank to an intermittent stream located 
adjacent to an existing dirt roadway crossing and culvert.   

• Note #7 (Sheet 1) was added based on comments from NAA and discussions at the first Public 
Hearing.  The note indicates that “Additional Bank/Intermittent Streams associated are present in 
the BVW’s and was not delineated as part of the ANRAD.”   

Vernal Pool Study 

LEC is planning to initiate the Vernal Pool Study on Wednesday, March 16th.  NHESP-approved LEC 
staff will conduct the study in accordance with accepted professional standards and practices to determine 
if any of the study areas are eligible for certification as a Vernal Pool as described within Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program’s Guidelines for Certification of Vernal Pool Habitat (March 2009).  In 
addition to documenting the presence of ephemeral surface waters (Physical Criteria), LEC personnel will 
comprehensively search the study areas for evidence of Obligate or Facultative Vernal Pool species 
(Biological Criteria), including fairy shrimp (Anostraca: Eubranchipus) or amphibian breeding activity 
(e.g., breeding adults, spermatophores, chorusing, mated pairs, egg masses, transforming tadpoles or 
juveniles, etc.).  LEC will coordinate field work with NAA and the Commission to ensure the study 
proceeds with active involvement by NAA and with open communications to the Commission.  The study 
will be conducted for at least 2 months following the commencement of the documented amphibian 
migration within the region.  Surface water levels and biological activity will dictate the exact length of 
the study effort.   

A summary report will be prepared by LEC and submitted to the Commission at the conclusion of the 
study.  Documentation associated with any Vernal Pools eligible for certification will be sent to NHESP, 
copying NAA and the Commission.  The Mean High Water (MHW) line associated with Vernal Pools 
eligible for certification will be delineated in the field by LEC in accordance with NHESP’s Guidelines 
for Certification of Vernal Pool Habitat and reviewed by NAA.   

Since the ANRAD Application did not specifically request confirmation of Vernal Pool boundaries, the 
Applicant requests that the Commission render a decision on the ANRAD Application exclusive of the 
Vernal Pool boundaries.  Under the WPA, ANRAD Applications may be utilized to request confirmation 
of specific Wetland Resource Area boundaries; there is no requirement that all boundaries on a given 
property be included in the Application.   

NHESP Review 

As discussed at the initial Public Hearing, the Applicant initiated consultation with NHESP regarding rare 
species as part of their due diligence process.  NHESP issued a letter, dated June 10, 2015, indicating that 
“the project is not required to be reviewed for compliance with the rare wildlife species section of the 
MAWPA or the MA Endangered Species Act Regulations (321 CMR 10.18).”  A copy of this letter is 
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attached for your files.  It is important to note that the matter of rare species protection under the WPA 
and/or the MESA Regulations is not relevant to the ANRAD Application and review process.  As a result, 
we request that any additional discussion regarding this matter be withheld until any future development 
plans are submitted as part of a Notice of Intent (NOI) filing.   

Thank you for your consideration of this application.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me in our Plymouth Office at 508-746-9491 or at mmanganello@lecenvironmental.com.   

Sincerely, 

LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc.   
 
 
 
Mark L. Manganello 
Assistant Director of Ecological Services 
 
 

cc: Toll Brothers, Inc. 
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